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che 8th of March 1790. 


By the Right Honourable the Lords of the 

| Committee of Privy Council, appointed 
1 for the Conſideration of all Matters re- 
3 lating to Trade and Foreign Plantations. 


To the KING's Moſt Excellent MajzsTv. 
May it pleaſe Tour Majeſty, rr, | 
HE Committee of Your Majeſty's moſt Honourable Privy Council, appointed for the 
1 Conſideration of all Matters relating to Trade and Foreign Plantations, Eu offered 
to Your Majeſty in a former Repreſentation their Advice on ſuch Meaſures as, in their Judg- 
ment, were neceſſary, in order to apply an immediate Remedy to the Evils likely to ariſe 
from the Difficulties which had occurred in the Execution of the Laws of this Kingdom, 
made for regulating the Exportation and Importation of Corn, and to preſerve Your Ma- 
Jeſty's Subjects from being expoſed to that Diſtreſs for Want of this indiſpenſable Article of 
Subſiſtence, which has of late been ſeverely felt in ſeveral neighbouring Countries; but the 
Committee having in their Inveſtigation of this Subject been led to conſider the State of the 
Corn Laws, and the Trade of Corn in general, and finding that ſome further Proviſions are 
 vanting to amend and improve the ſaid Laws, they preſume to lay this Second Repreſenta- 
tion before Your Majeſty, and therein to ſubmit to Your Majeſty's Conſideration their Sen- 
ae on ſuch Amendments and Alterations in the ſubſiſting Laws, as appear to them to be 
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by: The Committee thought this Subject the more deſerving their Attention, as they find, by 
nan Account“ laid before them of the Quantity of Corn imported and exported during the : 
Eighteen Years, that this Kin om, which, in former Times uſed to produce more Corn 

| | 20.0 .LnDAbitants. has of late Years been und the | 
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thereon from 


the Bounties paid during the ſame Period, it will appear that this Country has upon an Ave- 
rage ſuſtained a Loſs in this Trade of. £.291,000 per Annum, which Sum it has Annually 
paid to Foreign ations for the Supply of its Inhabitants. F 
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The following P ABLE will ſhew the Quantity of each Sort of Corn exported Annually 
"from England, upon an Average of 19 Years, from 1746 to 1765, incluſive: And alſo, 
the Quantity of each Sort of Corn exported Annually from England and Scotland, upon 
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- Note. . The Accounts in Scotland of * 7 wh 
toms there before the Year 1755, in ſuch a ner as to enable the Committee to obtain an accurate Account 
- the Corn Imported and Exported to and from that Part of the United Kingdom during the firſt of theſe 

Note. + An Account of the Quantity of the ſeveral Sorts of Corn Exported and Imported from and to Great 
Britain, in the Year ending the 5th January 1790, has not yet been obtained by the Committee, as the Ac- 
counts from Scotland have not been hitherto tranſmitted. ——But the Bounty on Corn exported from England 
| only, in the Courſe of this Year, amounted to £.76,551. 16. 14, which is conſiderably more than double the 
. Bounty paid on all Corn exported from 1 and Scotland on an Average of the Eighteen preceding 
| Years, and proves how great a Quantity of Corn during the Tourſe of laſt Year was carried out of the King- 
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Mie. e No Wheat, PF mY or Malt, were imported into England i in Se Vente firing 110 N 5, and in 


82 of theſe Ten there was no Importation into England of n of the before-montoned Sorts of 
rain. 


The followin Averages of the 8 Exported and Imported from and to Ireland for the 10 199 5 ending 
2$th March and the Account added thereto, of the Amount of the feveral Bounties paid in Ireland in 
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ak; he Committee hope, that a Change ſo extraofdinary 1n a Concern of fo much Import- 


ance! is only to be amputed to an increaſed Population; to the Numbers of Horſes and 
other Cattle, which we no breed and maintain more than formerly; and to that Opulence 
_ which bas generally diffuſed itſelf amongſt all Ranks of Men, from the Extenſion of our 

Trade and Manufactures, and which has occaſioned an increaſed Conſumption of all the 
Neceffaries of Life ;—for there can be no Reaſon to ſuppoſe either that the Agriculture of 

the Country has of late declined, or that, for fo long a Continuance of Years, the Seaſons 
Conroe ormanuermony ubiiyouradc,.. ooo 


The Committee are further impreſſed with the Importance of this Subject, and are the more 
induced to think that it requires immediate Attention, as from Accounts they have received 
of the Produce and Conſumption of Corn in moſt European Countries, they are inclined to 
believe, that in ordinary Years the Produce of Corn in Europe is not more than equal to 
the Conſumption of its Inhabitants; and that whenever the Crops fail in any Degree, the 
Deficiency can only be ſupplied from the Harveſt of Ameri aa. 


The Lords of the Committee are of Opinion, that the Principles which are beſt adapted 
for the Conduct and Regulation of other Trades, cannot in every Reſpect be applied to this 
of Corn: Other Trades in general produce only the Comforts and Conveniencies of Life 
This has for its Object an Article that is indiſpenſably neceſſary for Subſiſtence. If they at 
any Tame decline, ſome Individuals may be affected in their Fortunes, and the Public can 
only ſuffer a temporary Loſs and Inconvenience; — but a miſtaken Speculation in the Trade 
of Corn may produce Dearth the Conſequence of which will always be general Diſtreſs, 
and ſometimes popular Commotions: So that in the Management of this Trade, Govern- 
ment ought ever to have in View, not only the Proſperity of the Trade itſelf, and the 
Intereſts of thoſe concerned in it, but the Subſiſtence of the People. e 


1 The beſt Market for Corn in every Country is the Home Market; and the Circulation 
of it within every Kingdom ought to be free, ſo that the Surplus of One Part may ſupply 
the Deficiencies” of the other, and that the Price throughout the whole Country may be 
% ͤ % 0 ĩ ᷣͤ u 1 nh ĩð br 


Io facilitate the Circulation of Corn, this Kingdom enjoys peculiar Advantages, which 
ariſe from its Situation as an Iſland, from the Number of its Canals, and the Excellence of 
its Roads; and by theſe Means the populous and manufacturing Counties in ſome Parts of 
the Ifland can draw the neceſſary Supplies from other Parts which are leſs populous, but 


In other Countries Magazines of Corn are formed by their reſpective Governments, or 
by the principal Magiſtrates of great Cities, as a Reſource in Times of Scarcity. This 
Country has no ſuch Tnſtitution—The Stores of Corn are here depoſited in the Barns and 
Stacks of wealthy Farmers, and in the Magazines of Merchants and Dealers in Corn, who 
aught to be by no Means reſtrained; but rather encouraged in laying up Stores of this Na- 
ture, as, after a deficient Crop, they are thereby enabled to divide the Inconvenience ariſing 
from it as equally as poſſible through every Part of the Year ; and by checking'improvident 
Conſumption in the Beginning of Scarcity, prevent a Famine, which might otherwiſe hap- 
pen before the neut Harveſt. The Inland Trade of Corn therefore ought to be perfectly 
free This Freedom can never be abuſed To ſuppoſe that there can be a Monopoly of 
deo dull and periſbable a Commodity diſperſed through ſs many Hands over every Part 
_ of the Country, is an idle and vain Apprehenſion, The ancient Laws of this 1 1 
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Baut to extend the Freedom of this Trade to an unreſtrained Ex 
Countries, would, in the Opinion of the Committee, be productive of the greateſt Evils; 
= ſuch Export might, in a Year of general Scarcity, exhauſt the Stock of eny Kingdom, and 
LE. -» deprive its Inhabitants of what is neceſſary for their Subſiſtence, by ſending” it for the Sup- 
__ ply of other Nations. There is hardly a Country in Europe, the Government of which, 
in the Courſe of laſt Year, did not find it neceſſary to interpoſe either to retain its own 
Stock wholly for the Conſumption of its Inhabitants, or at leaſt to prevent an unlimited 
Expertation : And, it is ſingular to-obſerve what Induſtry and Artifice have been employed 
by the Merchants, and even by the Miniſters of many Countries, to break through theſe 
Reſtraints, and to draw Supplies from their Neighbours. The greateſt Advocates. for a a 
Free Trade in Corn with Foreign Countries, have always cited the Practice of Hamburgh, | 
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which by a falſe Policy reſtrained the Inland Trade of Corn, have in general been 
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The15rh Cha“ II. Ch. 7, which does not permit the buying Corn to fell again, and the 
laying it up in Granaries, except when the ſeveral Sorts of Corn are below certain Prices 
therein mentioned, is the only Law of this Deſcription which will now be found in our 
Statute Book, and ought certainly not to remain there any longer. 
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Holland, and particularly of the Town of Amſterdam, being free Markets for Corn, as 


a Proof that no Inconvenience would ariſe to the Inhabitants of a Country by allowing at 


all Times 12 in the Import and Export of Corn. The Senate of Hamburg, 
ſenſible of the Imperfection of ſuch a Syſtem, have always kept a Magazine well ſtored 


with every Sort of it, to provide for the Conſumption of their own Inhabitants, in Caſes 


of Emergency: And, in the laſt Lear, many Towns of Holland thought it neceſſary to 
prohibit the Export of Corn from their own Precinct and Juriſdiction to other Towns within 
the ſame Province; and the free Circulation of it was thereby prevented even in their own 


Country; and the Magiſtrates of Amſterdam, which is the greateſt Corn Market of Europe, 
though they kept their Port open for the Importation and Exportation of Corn, yet, being 


fearful that the Prices would riſe ſo high as to occaſion Diſtreſs to its Inhabitants, collected 


and laid up in Magazines, at the Public Expence, great Quantities of Corn, and ſold it 


to the People at reduced Prices. And, during the laſt Autumn, if the Laws of this Coun- 
try had not reſtrained the Export of Corn, and Tour Majeſty had not providently inter- 
poſed to carry the Intention of the Legiſlature in this Reſpect into perfect Execution, 


Your Majeſty's People would; have been deprived of N they now enjoy, of. 
Late than thoſe of any 
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Times to the Farmer, and an the next Place to prevent that Price being at any Time ſo high 


* as to diſtreſs the Poor and the Manufacturer, With a View to the firſt of theſe Objects, Ex- 
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repealed; 


ppears therefore that the Principles on which our Corn Laws. are founded. are in ge- 
neral wiſe; the Two Objects they have in View are, firſt to ſecure a reaſonable Price at all 
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Surplus Corn of this ue would never find a Vent, except in Times of general Scarcity 


Price of it thquld be low, that he may be enabled by his Wagss to purchaſe what is neceſſary 
for his Subſiſtence - As ſoon as the Price of Wheat paſſes 48 5. the Legiſlature have thought 
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Trade ought to be regulated, and to which our Corn Laws 
they will proceed to conſider in what Reſpects theſe Laws are defective, and what Amend- 


- exporting Corn without 
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roduced an Effect bighly 


| +46 of | advanta eous "FROM 
the Grower and Conſumer of Corn, by rendering the Viciſſitudes of P e 29b"to 


the Growe ſome the Vic of Plenty and. Dearth leſs 
frequent than they were formerly, and by making the Price of Corn more ſteady and 
uniform.—The. Farmer may now at all Times depend on a certain reaſonable Price, and 
feels that his Labour in cultivating his Land will not be wholly unprofitable—On the other 
Hand, the Poor have no Reaſon to apprehend, as in ancient Times, the Calamities of Dearth 


SY - N 80 3 
and Famine. 


The Committee having now traced the Principles, by which in their Opinion the Corn 
appear in general to conform, 


ments ought to be made to them, ſo as to make them fully correſpond with the Principles 


before ſtated,  _ 


It appears from the Proviſions of ancient Statutes, and particularly from the Preamble of 


Stat. 15 Hen, VI. C. 2. that it was not lawful “ to carry Corn out of the Realm without 
the Licence of the King—By this Statute Permiſſion was firſt given to export ſeveral Sorts 
-of Corn out of the Realm, whenever the Price of each Sort was at or below the Prices there- 


By ſubſequent Statutes the Export of the different Sorts of Corn was in like Manner al- 
lowed whenever the Price of each Sort was at or below the Prices mentioned in each Statute 
reſpectively.— The following Table, Ne 4, will ſhew what the Prices Were, at or below which 
Corn was allowed to be exported at different Periods, according to the Monies of the 
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Year of Your Majeſty's Reign,:C..43, enacts any Rule for aſcertaining the Prices, according 
to which the Export ſhould be allowed, or the Bounty be paid, though forne of them eſtabliſh 
Regulations tor aſcertaining the Quantity of Corn ſo exported, and the Quantity on which the 
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Bounty was to be paid. 


The Officers of the Cuſtoms, being left without any Rule preſcribed by Law, purſued a 
Method of their own: They obliged the Exporter, in making the Entry Outwards, to ſwear 
that the Prices of the Corn ſo entered for Exportation did not, on the laſt Market Day, ex- 
ceed the Prices at which, Export was to be allowed; or Bounty to be paid; and ſometimes 
they obliged the Exporter to produce a Certificate to the ſame Effect on the Oath of ſome _ 
ſuppoſed credible Witneſs—This Practice was probably founded on the Directions given in 
the We We and Mary, C. 12, for aſcertaining the Quantity and Quality of the Corn fo ex- 


By the before-mentioned Statute of 13th Year of Your Majeſty's Reign, it was enacted, that 
in Caſes of Exportation from the Ports of England, the Prices of Corn ſhovld be aſcertained 
according to the Methods directed by preceding Acts of Parliament, as well as by that Act, 
for ee the Prices of Corn or Grain in Caſes of Importation; and the Bounty was to 
be paid according to Prices aſcertained in the ſame Manner.—It is proper to obſerve, that 
the Prices for regulating Importation were, according to the 1ſt Ja* II. Ch. 19, aſcertained: - 
only Four Times in each Year—By the ſame Act of 13th Year of Your Majeſty's Reign, the 
Prices of Corn in Scotland, both in Caſes of Exportation and Importation, and for the Pay-« 
ment of the Bounty, were to be aſcertained by Returns made Four Times a Year, from the 
Sheriffs or Stewards Depute, or their Deputies, on the Oaths of Two Perſons qualified in the 
JT ag alba oain 57 
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This Method of aſcertaining the Prices being found very. inconvenient and detrimental to 
the Export Trade of Corn, as the Prices which were to govern the Exportation and the Pay- 
ment of the Bounty could be altered only every Three Months, though the real Prices might 
| n the mean Time be very much inereaſed or diminiſhed, it was enacted in the next Seſſion, 
by Statute of the 14th Ter of Your Majeſty's Reign, C. 64, that the Prices of Corn ex- 
Ported from Great Britain ſhould be regulated and governed by the Average Prices at which 
ſuch Corn ſhould be reſpectively ſold in the public Market, at or near the Port or Place from 46 
; TOP ſuch Corn was intended to be. exported, on the laſt Market Day preceding the 


ipping thereof; and that the reſpective Bounties on each Sort of Corn ſhould be paid ac- 
cording to ſuch Prices. CT KIEL | | 1 85 


. But even in this Act no Method was preſcribed for aſcertaining what theſe Prices were, ſo 
chat the Officers of the Cuſtoms were {till obliged to have Recourſe to the Method that 
| had before been adopted and practiſed by themſelves—But this laſt- mentioned Act, as far 
relates to the Port of London, and the Ports of the Counties of Kent and Eſſex, was 
pesled by Stat. of 21ſt Year of Your Majeſty's Reign, C. go, and a new Mode of aſ- 
cctaiging the Prices in thoſe Ports was therein ended ; an Officer created by that Act, 
called peer of Returns of Corn, was directed to receive from the ſeveral Factors of the | 
ein Exchange an Account of the Quantity of each Sort of Corn they had ſold in the Courſe | 
f the preceding Week, and of the Prices, and the Names of the Purchaſers ; and from the 
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Till the Firſt Fear of Jad no Rule had heen enacted for aſcertaining the Prices, 


acrortling to which the High or Low Duties on Corn imported were to take Place; but as 


ir Was rfieh found by Experience that (great! Quantities of Corn had been imported, without 
payitig the proper Duties, it was enacted by Statute 1 Ja- II. Ch. 19, That the Juſtices, 
at their Michaelmas and Kaſter Seſſion, by the Oaths of Two or more Perſons, not being 
Dealers, and by ſuch other Ways and Means as to them ſhould ſeem fit, ſhould examine and 


determine the common Market Prices of Middling Engliſh Corn, as the ſame was commonly 


bought and ſold in the Counties: where an) Foreign Corn might be imported, and certify 
the ſame to the Chief Officer gf the Cuſtoms at the Port where the Importation might be, 
and the Duty on Foreign Corn imported was to be paid according to ſuch Certificate; and 


the ſame Method of aſcertaining che Prices was to be purſued by the Lord Mayor and Al- 


dermen, in the City of London, in the Months of October and April; and by Statute of 
Sinth⸗ Tear of Tour Majeſty's Reign, Ch. 27, They were to aſcertain the Prices in like Man- 
ner in Abe Months of January and Tun. 
i HET OT DRE RT ½½½½ ͤ x ¹1-·· dd i, 

The Juſtices in ſome Counties having neglected to ſend their Certificates at the Michael- 
mas Seſſion of 1728, gave Occaſion tò paſſing Statute 2 Geo. II. Ch. 18, by which, in order 
to remedy the paſt Neglect, the Juſtices of thoſe Counties were authorized to ſettle and 


determine: the Frices. at the next: Quarter Seſſion. Aud it was further directed, that, in al! 
ſuture Caſes of; like Neglect, the Collector ſhould be empowered to receive the Duties on 


Corn imported according to the loweſt Prices mentioned in Stat. 22 Car. II. Ch. 13. 


An * * £Þ> x „„ { * n . n 4 1 f W / <4 
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But the Mode of aſcertaining the Prices under Stat. 1 Ja* II. Ch. 19. having been 


found, upon further Experience, to be ineffectual, a new Method was eſtabliſned; and it was 
enacted by Stat. 5 Geo. II. Ch. 12, that the [Juſtices in every Coufity, where Corn is im- 
ported, ſhould at every Quarter Seſſion give in Charge to the Grand Jury to make Enquiry 


and Preſentment upon their Oaths of the common Market Prices of Middling Engliſh 


Corn, of the reſpective Sorts mentioned in Stat. 22 Cha II. Ch. 13; this Preſentment 
was to be certified by the Juſtices to the Chief Officer of the Ports where Corn is imported, 


and the Duties on Foreign Corn imported were to be paid according to the Prices men- 


o 1 - . o 
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The Method however of aſcertaining, in the Port of London, the Prices of Corn, as 


directed by the Stat. 1 Jas II. was not repealed by this Act. By this Statute all Foreign 


Corn once imported was forbid to be exported from any of the Ports of England, or even 
carried Coaſtwiſe from One Port of England to another; but this Reſtraint was not extended 
JJ SO 1 a ET nts 1 17 i ant e : 


7 n 
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The Statute of .the xgth Tear of Your Majeſty's Reign, Ch. 43, made no Alteration in 
the Method of aſcertaining the Prices for the Purpoſes of Importation in the Ports of 


England, but left it as directed by former Acts. But with reſpect to Scotland, it directed 
that the Prices ſhould be aſcertained by the Sheriffs and Stewards Depute, or their Deputies, 


in the Manner already mentioned. 


N Statute of aiſt Tear of ; Your Majeſty's Reign, Ch. go, a new Method of aſcertaining 


che Prices in the Port of London, and in the Ports of Kent and Eſſex, for regulating the 
Importation of Corn, was enacted. It was the ſame as that which has already been deſcribed 


* 1 5 a 2 5 | | 4 
_ for regulating the Exportation, and Payment of the Bounty. e 
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ui chi Stite the Law for aſcertaining the Prices of Corn, for the Purpoſe of regulating de 
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Importation thereof, continued till the paſſing of the Act of laſt Fear“ It was certainly 
much more perfect than the Mode for aſcertaining the Prices that were to regulate the 
= Exportation, and Payment of the Bounty; and the Legiſlature appears neyer till Jaſt Seſſion 
Y to have, directed its Attention to the Prevention of Frauds in the Exportation of Britiſh 
Corn, or in the Payment of Bounty, in the ſame Degree as to the Prevention of Frauds in 
the Importation of Foreign: e ß on Page B31 ve -bas nds 
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There exiſts however in the Laws of this Country another Method for aſcertaining the 
| Prices of the ſeveral Sorts of Corn in this Kingdom, though enacted for another Purpoſe, 
Y By Statute of the 10th Year of Your Majeſty's Reign, Ch. 39, intituled, „ An Act for 
; _ «regiſtering the Prices at which Corn is fold in the ſeveral Counties of Great Britain, and 
| the Quantities exported and imported,” the Juſtices at the Quarter Seſſion. for each 

County, Riding, Diviſion, or Stewartry, held after the 2gth September in every Tear, are 
directed to order Returns to be made Weekly of the Prices of Wheat, Rye, Barley, Oats, and 
Beans, and of Bigg in Scotland (Peaſe are omitted) from ſuch and ſo many Market Towns 
as they ſhall think fit, not being leſs than Two, nor more than Six, in each County, and to 
appoint a proper Perſon, being an Inhabitant, for the Purpoſe of making ſuch Returns to an 
Officer created by this Act, who was to be appointed by the Commiſſioners of the Treaſury, 
and was to receive and publiſh them in Manner hereaſter mentioned. The Meal Weighers 
of the City of London are directed to make the like Returns of Corn ſold in the ſaid City. 
In caſe the Juſtices neglected to appoint the Perſons before mentioned, the Lords of the 
Treaſury were authorized to appoint them; and the Perſons ſo appointed were to be paid a 
Sum not exceeding Two Shillings for each Return, upon a Certificate from the Receiver that 
Juch Return had been properly made. And an Abſtract: of all theſe Returns is directed to , 
| be. publiſhed by ſuch Receiver once a Week in the London Gazette, and to be tranſmitted 
Four Times in every Year to the Clerk of the Peace of each County, and to the Lord Mayor 


* 
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The Committee haye examined the Receiver of Corn Returns, appointed under the Act, 
and they find that the Proviſions of this Act have been completely; executed in every Pant 
of England: — That the Juſtices at their Seſſions have regularly appointed the Perſons who 
make the Returns; and that the Lords of the Treaſury have been never under the Neceſſity 
of exereiſing the Authority veſted in them, in cafe of the Neglect of the Juſtices: That the 
Returns are generally made from Three to Six Markets of each County: That the Perſons 
| mak ing the Returns are ſatisfied with the Allowance of Two Shillings for each Return; and 
„ the Receiver is of Opinion that theſe Returns in general are as carefully made as the pre- 
= . ſcribed Manner of making them will admit. The Receiver-alſo informed the Committee, 
that from Scotland the Returns, immediately after paſſing the Act, were made pretty gene- 
rally; but that the Magiſtrates have by Degrees ceaſed to execute the Law, ſo: that he has 
received of late no Return from that Part of the United Kingdom, except from Inverary ; 
and the Reaſon, as he believes, is, that the Magiſtrates. conſider the Execution of this Act 
er bom ingot ods 26 d Dial EoOtgs ©! 2 
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The Committee have thought fit to ſtate the ſeveral Regulations of this Act, and the 
Manner in which they have been executed, in order to ſhew that there exiſts a Method of 
collecting the Prices of the ſeveral Sorts of Corn in the Markets of this Kingdom, which in 
England continues to be compleatly executed, and which was executed in Scotland for ſome 
Time after paſſing the Act, though this Act was made for a different Purpoſe than that of 
. regulating the Importation or Exportation of Corn, or the Payment of the Bounties.—And 
>,  »it was to de Averages, formed according to che Directions of this Act, that Tour /Majeſty 
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Hund it neceflary to reſort, when the AR of laſt Year failed in its Execution, and when You 
were graciouſ] þ PEN to make Regulations for the Importation and Exportation of the 
different Sorts of Corn by Your late Orders in Council. 


Tie Committee will have Occaſion alſo to refer to the Regulations of this AR, in the 
Advice which they fhall think it their Duty to offer to Your Majeſty at the Concluſion of 


this Repreſentation. 


Tze Committee will proceed next to ſtare the Regulations of the Act of laſt Lear; and they 
will then conſider what Additions and Amendments ſhould be made to this Act, and to the 


Corn Laws in- general. 


This Act was made from a Conviction that the Proviſions of former Laws for aſcertain- 
ing the Prices of Corn were very imperfect, and that great Frauds had been committed under 
them. There can be no Doubt of the Exiſtence of theſe Frauds, as has been ſnewn more fully 
in a former Repreſentation on this Subject, which the Committee preſented to Your Majeſty.— 
The principat Proviſions in Which this Act differs from former Laws are, that it divides 
England into Diſtricts, and the Average Prices taken in each Diſtrict, in the Manner therein 
directed, are to regulate and govern the Importation and Exportation of the ſeveral Sorts of 
Torn, and the Payment of the Bounty rhereon, in every ſuch Diſtrict, The City of London, 
and the Counties of Kent, Eſſex, and Suſſex, form One Diſtrict, and the reſt of England is 
divided"into Eleven other Diſtricts, each conſiſting at leaſt of PWo Counties, except that the 


* 


County of Norfolk is made + Diſtrict of itſelff. 


Im the Diffri& which includes London, and the Counties of Kent, Eſſex; and Suſſex, the 
Average Prices are to be taken from the Market of London, according to a new and im- 


Iyſtead of requiring the Oath of only Two Corn Factors, choſen by Lot, to the Truth of 
their Returns, all the Corn Factors within the City of London, and the Suburbs thereof, are 
to ſwear that they will make true Returns; and any Perſon exerciſing the Buſineſs of a Corn 
Factor, without Having taken this Oath; and obtained a Certificate thereof from the Lord 
Mayor, is to forfeit H. 50. A Weekly Average is to be made up of theſe Returns in the Man- 
ner directed by the former Act, and the Certificate of ſuch Weekly Average ſent to the Col- 
lector was not to regulate the Exportation of the ſeveral Sorts of Corn, and the Bounty pay- 
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As the Som Abs 5 bf a Gade 10 les Noe vn Jerſtood, 
HHitree think that the fübfiſting Regulations, and ſuch a8 may vock e perdd, Weed be 
brought into as narrow a Compaſs as poſſible, and that the Act of the 1h. Tour Majeſty's 
Reign, Ch. 43, and the Act now to be propoſed, ſhould comprehend all the Regulations that 
are allowed to ſubſiſt; or perhaps, chat even thele Two Acts mould be Sr e N 
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> This Chrklnltivs" 1. decidedly of pn that One permanent. Syſtem Would iy ta 
eſtabliſhed, ſo. that the Grower of Corn may know how to direct his Induſtry and his Speeu- 
lations, and be ſure that no temporary Meaſure will intervene, to deprive him of the Fruit 
f them ;—The Corn Trade i is In itfelf ſubje@, from the Viciſſitudes of Seaſons, and other 
Circumſtances, to greater Fluctuakion ill any other; it ought not to be enpoſed to the 


bed forthing theſe Regulitions, che Lofds of the Committee b evers, qually to 


provide for — Proſperity of the Grower of Corn, and the Neceſſities of the Conſumer.— 
The Intereſts of the Grower and Conſumer are ſuppoſed by ſome to be at Variance: To 
reconcile them as much as poſſible, is the End which every wiſe Government ſhovld endea- 
vour to attain. The Intereſt of the Conſumer is entitled to the Firkt*Confideration; fo far 
as to preſerve him, in every poſſible Contingency, from Scarcity and Diſtreſs —And as 
Diltreß for want of this neceſſary Article of Subſiſtence cannot long exiſt in any Country 
without expoſing it to thoſe Commotions which frequently happen in Times of Dearth, it 
is not likely that the Grower of Corn would enjoy in Safety the Fruits of his Induſtry, 
"unleſs due Attention is paid to this Fitft and Capital Obje&;—but chis Point being once 
ſecured, the Intereſts of the Grower ſhould in the next Place occupy the particular Atten- 
tion of the Legiſlature. The Production of Corn is the Firſt and moſt important Occupa- 
tion of the Subjects of every. Country, and on its Succeſs reſts the "main Support and 
Proſperity of every other Trade: For the Sake of the Conſumer. therefore, the moſt liberal 
- ,Eacouragement and Pro teftion ſhould be & ven to thoſe employed in it; for without 
1 itements to their Induſtry, Plenty can never be procured—for theſe Rea- 

us it will be found perhaps, on due Conſideration, that the Intereſts of the Grower and 
Conſumer, well underſtood, are leſs at Variance than at firſt they may appear.—In the 
Advice which the Committee Ivy thought. it their Duty to offer to Your Majeſty, they 
have aimed at diſcovering the Point 0 Union at which. theſe Intereſts meet 3 and they 
humbly refer to the J CO: of Your e how 4 FREY wy Saas the * 
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From the Mode of collecting theſe Prites, it is not likely that the Inſpectors can obtain 
them ſo accurately as could be wiſhed, not being authorized to demand any Account from 
the Dealers, and the Dealers not being obliged to render them any. 
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Quantity is known, and the Coſt of it, the true Average Price cannot be aſcertained ; of courſe 
the Returns made under the Act of 1oth Geo. III. are not ſo accurate as thoſe made 
pPourſuant to the late Act, which enactz, That the, Buyers ef Corn for Sale ſhall be ſworn 
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I can think of no Method rater RATTLE, for obtaining true- Returns of the Prices of. 
Corn and 85 ay n directed by the Act of laſt Seſſion. 
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= INo TAS CATHERWOOD, 
Receiver of Corn Returns. 
17th Feb” 1790. 
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